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2. Death by Love

Mark 15:21-32

In these verses we have the Last temptation of Jesus
3 things stand out

-\

. The great work of Salvation was planned long before
Mark has very little detail about the physical suffering
* Lots of space given to seemingly insignificant details - because
they had all been foretold or foreshadowed in Old Testament
o Outside the city — Heb 13:11
Offered drugged wine — Ps 69:21
Crucified — Ps 22:16
Gambled for his clothes — Ps 22:18
Between two robbers — Is 53:9
o The mockery — Ps 22:6, 8
e Salvation no last minute event — everything was planned in love
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2. Jesus was determined to save sinners
a) He resisted the challenge to his power — “He can’t save himself”
b) He resisted the challenge to his word — “You who are going
to destroy...”
¢) He resisted the challenge to his work — v29-30(Prophet),
v31(Priest), v32(King)
d) He resisted the challenge to surrender control — v23
*  How thankful we should be that Jesus didn’t rise to the bait
*  Our salvation depended on him looking small, defeated and inglorious
e It was the force of his love that held in on the cross, not the nails

3. Feed your determination to live for Jesus
*  The mockers made a fundamental mistake — v32 “That we may
see and believe”
*  Wrong order!
*  Often we make the same mistake — we must determine to live by
faith and not sight
* 3 applications
o Don’t live in hope of miracles! Get on with living by faith,
and calling people to faith
o Don’t let what you see govern your life — let God’s word/
promises govern it
o Don’t write off smallness — Amidst weakness there is victory
*  Gazing on our saviour with the eye of faith will feed our
determination to live for him
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2. Jesus was determined to save sinners

a) He resisted the challenge to his power — “He can’t save himself”

b) He resisted the challenge to his word — “You who are going
to destroy...”

¢) He resisted the challenge to his work — v29-30(Prophet),
v31(Priest), v32(King)

d) He resisted the challenge to surrender control — v23

How thankful we should be that Jesus didn’t rise to the bait

Our salvation depended on him looking small, defeated and inglorious

It was the force of his love that held in on the cross, not the nails

3. Feed your determination to live for Jesus

The mockers made a fundamental mistake — v32 “That we may

see and believe”

Wrong order!

Often we make the same mistake — we must determine to live by

faith and not sight

3 applications

o Don’t live in hope of miracles! Get on with living by faith,
and calling people to faith

o Don’t let what you see govern your life — let God’s word/
promises govern it

o Don’t write off smallness — Amidst weakness there is victory

Gazing on our saviour with the eye of faith will feed our

determination to live for him




