B & @ @ 11. A Real Christian?
Genesis 33

Be patient - God hasn't finished with me yet

1. Christianity is not about how nice a person is
* Esau— generous, forgiving, big-hearted,

* Jacob — still deceitful, still showing favouritism

*  God’s verdict — Esau is godless (Heb 12:16)

2. Christianity is about being right with God amidst the flaws
¢ Jacob is changing — brave & humble v3

¢ Jacob acknowledges God v5,11 — Esau doesn’t

* Christianity isn’t about being perfect, its about going to God for help

3. Christianity is belief lived out in real life
e Jacob is like every Christian — not what he should be, but not what he was
* 3 areas where Christianity must work itself out into your life

a) Put your wrongs to right

* Jacob seeks to put things right with Esau

*  Humility v3 — Honesty v8 — Making restitution v11
*  Who do you need to be reconciled with?

*  Encouragement — God often smoothes the way - v4

b) Put God first above family and anything else

*  Anew danger — a distracting partnership. Esau —no interest in God

e Jacob — meant to be living for God, going to land of promise

* Jacob chickens out on explaining — falls back into old habits v13-16

e It was necessary to separate but not to lie

*  Times we will need to put God first above those close to us, for our own good

¢) Persevere in complete obedience

e Jacob settles in Succoth — not in Canaan. Then Shechem — not Bethel

*  This brought disaster on Jacob and his family — Gen 34

*  Not enough to settle for partial obedience

*  Our journey isn’t over until we are home — press on towards total obedience

4. Christianity is about looking to Jesus

*  We can’t do this — we need Jesus to change us first

* He is the one who humbles himself to bring about our reconciliation

* He is the one who put God’s way above his own family to bring you
into his true family

* He is the one who obeyed completely to bring us home

*  Only if we see what he did for us can we do this

*  When changed we then look to Jesus for security in reconciliation with
others, for perspective on our priorities, and for strength to battle on in
obedience
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