7. Speaking like Jesus

James 3:1-12

& ..

gospel shaped wholeness

*  The tongue is one of the clearest indicators of genuine Christian faith 1:26
* Real Christianity is not simply about forgiveness, but about change

1. The Challenge of a Controlled Tongue

* A stern warning to those who have to talk a lot — preachers v1

*  You are what you say — your tongue reveals your heart. (Matt 12:34)
e 3 questions to test our tongues

a) Where is your tongue out of control? v3-5a

o Imagery of bit and rudder — something small sets the course
o Control your tongue or it will control you

o Know where your tongue runs fast and free

o Make those areas matters for urgent prayer

b) Where is your tongue destructive? v5b-8

o As aspark — does your tongue start things which get out of control? Gossip,
flattery, opinion

o Apoison — like a snake ready to strike. Do you reherse arguments and put-
downs in your head?

o  We can destroy not only others but ourselves

¢) Where is your tongue inconsistent? v9-12

o Is our speech the same around others as it is at church? At home?

o Is our speech consistent with our faith? Anger, doubt, impatience?

o  Are the things you think/watch/hear consistent? Garbage in-garbage out

2. The Glory of a Controlled Tongue

* v2—What ‘perfect man, never at fault in what he says’ could James be thinking of?

* Jesus —a man of perfect self controlled speech (John 7:46, 1 Peter 22,23)

* He speaks gently to the hurt and the lost — He speaks well to you

* He also speaks well for you — the wonder of the gospel is that Christ’s perfect
record covers ours

3. The Hope of a Controlled Tongue

* Is there hope? v8 — No man can tame the tongue

*  Yet James expects Christians to be different - sweet, refreshing, nourishing speech
is possible.

* The Christian has outside help has outside help

*  The Christian is being made more and more Christ-like, and that includes our speech

“How can Christ be in the heart when the Devil has taken possession of the tongue?”
- Thomas Watson
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